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UNTIED  STATOS 
CGPARIMENr  OF  IHE  INIGRIOR 
MINERAI£  MANAGEMENT  SERVICE  v 

PropoGeil  1991  Lease  ScQe  in  the 
Beaufort  Sea 
Lease  SeLle  124 

call  for  Information  and  Naninations 
and 

Notice  of  Intent  to  Prepare  an  Environnental  Inpact  Statement 
CALL  FUR  DfftyMATION  AND  NCMINAn«g 

Purpose  of  call 

The  purpose  of  the  call  for  Information  and  Ncninatiors  (Call)  is  to  gather 
information  for  CXiter  Continental  Shelf  (OCS)  Taaso  S2de  124.  Ihis  sale, 
located  in  the  Beaufort  Sea  Planning  Area,  is  taitatively  for 

F^ruary  1991.  Information  and  naninations  on  oil  airi  gas  leasing,  explora¬ 
tion,  and  development  and  production  within  the  Beaufort  Sea  are  sou^  from 
all  interested  pcurties.  This  initial  information-gathering  st^  is  ii^rtant 
for  ensuring  that  all  interests  and  concerns  are  rmwimirai-oti  to  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  (DOI)  for  future  decisions  in  the  leasing  process 
pursuant  to  the  OCS  Lands  Act,  as  amended  (43  U.S.C.  1331-1356) ,  and  regulations 
at  30  CFR  256.  This  Call  does  not  indicate  a  preliminary  decision  to  loaco  in 
the  area  described  below. 

Description  of  Area 

The  area  of  ^1  is  located  offshore  the  State  of  Alaska  in  the  Beaufort  Sea 
and  the  Arctic  Ocean.  The  area  available  for  nominations  and  ocnments  consists 
of  approximately  9,500  whole  and  partial  blocks  (about  52  million  acres)  as 
ouUined  on  the  m^  vhidi  appears  at  the  end  of  this  Call.  The  m^  includes  an 
outline  of  the  Minerals  Managanent  Service's  (MB's)  interpretation  of  the  area 
of  hydrocarbon  potential.  Respondents  may  nominate  and  are  agkoti  to  oonroent  on 
any  acreage  within  the  entire  Call  area.  A  larger  scale  map  of  the  Beaufort 
Sea  Planning  Area  (hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  Call  map)  showing 
of  the  Call  area  on  a  block-byHalocJc  basis  and  a  ocnplete  list  of  Official 
Protraction  Diagrams  (OPD's)  are  available  from  the  Itecords  Manager,  Alaska  OCS 
Region,  Minerals  Management  Service,  949  East  36th  Avenue,  Itoom  502,  Anchorage, 
Alaska  99508-4302,  telephcne  (907)  261-4621.  The  OPD's  may  be  purchased  from 
the  Records  Man2iger  for  $2.00  each. 

The  highlighted  area  shown  on  the  m^  at  the  end  of  this  Call  and  on  the  oin 
map  VOS  re^iested  to  be  deferred  by  the  State  of  Alaska  during  preparation  of 
the  5-Year  OCS  Oil  and  Gas  Leasing  Program  for  Mid-1987  Thrcu^  Mid-1992.  The 
deferral  was  not  adapted  in  the  5-year  program;  however,  the  area  has  been 
highlighted  for  fecial  preseQe  ocnsideration  and  analysis  as  a  potential 
deferral  alternative  in  the  EXiviroonental  Inpact  Statement  (EIS)  scoping 
process.  Keeping  this  eurea  under  consideration  for  leasing  will  permit  MB  to 
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further  study  it  in  the  process  of  analysis  and  oonsultaticn.  The  acreage 
finally  offered  for  S2de  will  be  determined  only  after  extensive  ocnsultation 
id.th  Federal  Agencies,  State  and  local  govemraaits,  and  the  potentially 
!iffected  public,  and  after  careful  review  of  environmental  analyses  nmVhv-i-pH 
in  those  areas  which  may  lead  to  discovery  of  new  oil  and  gas  reserves.  This 
is  consistent  with  the  ocranitment  made  by  DOT  in  the  July  1987  5-Year  OCS  Oil 
and  Gas  leasing  Program. 

Instructions  on  call 

E^espondents  are  requested  to  nominate  blocks  within  the  call  area  that  they 
would  like  included  in  OCS  lease  Sale  124.  Nominations  must  be  depicted  on 
the  larger  scale  Call  me^  by  outlining  the  area(s)  of  interest  alcxig  block 
lines.  Re^xndents  may  also  submit  a  list  of  vhole  and  partial  blocks  nominated 
(by  OPD  designations)  to  facilitate  correct  interpretation  of  their  nominations 
on  the  Call  map.  Although  the  identities  of  those  submitting  nominations 
become  a  natter  of  public  record,  the  individual  nominations  are  proprietary 
information. 

Re^xondents  are  edso  asked  to  rank  areas  nominated  according  to  priority 
of  their  interest  (e.g. ,  priority  1  (hi^) ,  2  (medium) ,  or  3  (low) ) .  Areas 
nominated  that  do  not  indicate  priorities  will  be  ocxisidered  priority  3. 
Re^xxidents  are  encouraged  to  be  ^lecific  in  indicating  areas  or  blocks  by 
priority,  because  blanket  priorities  on  large  areas  are  not  useful  in  the 
ancilysis  of  industry  interest. 

The  telephcxie  nunher  and  name  of  a  person  to  contact  in  the  respondent's 
organization  for  additioral  information  should  be  included  in  the  response. 

Ocmnents  are  sought  from  edl  interested  peurties  about  particular  geologic, 
envirormsTtal,  biological,  £UxhaeolC3gical,  or  scoioeconcmlc  conditions, 
conflicts,  or  other  informaticn  that  mi^t  bear  iqxn  potentieil  leasing  and 
developme^  in  the  Call  area.  Ccnments  also  are  sought  on  potential  conflicts 
that  may  result  from  the  propcjsed  sale  and  future  OCS  oil  and  gas  activities 
with  egiproved  Icxal  coastal  naragement  plans  (CMP's) .  If  pcasible,  these 
cxnmsnts  shcsuld  identify  ^)ecific  policies  of  cxncam,  the  nature  of  the 
conflicts  foreseen,  and  st^a  that  MM5  could  take  to  avoid  or  mitigate  the 
potential  conflicts.  Ccnments  may  be  in  terms  of  either  broad  areas  or 
restricted  to  particular  blcxdcs  of  concern.  Thcae  submitting  conments  are 
recjuested  to  list  blcxdc  numbers  or  outline  the  subject  area  cm  the  large-scale 
call  mc^. 

Ncminations  and  conments  must  be  received  no  later  than  45  days  follcwing 
publication  of  this  documat  in  the  Fecleral  Ragister  in  envelcjpes  labeled 
■rkminaticms  for  Propcaed  Beaufort  Sea  lease  Sale  124,"  or  "Coments  on  the 
Call  for  Infomation  and  Ncminaticms  for  Propcaed  Beaufort  Sea  lease  Sale  124," 
as  2f!propriate.  The  origiral  Call  map  with  indicaticms  of  interest  anVor 
conments  must  be  submitted  to  the  Regional  SoQarvisor,  leeusing  and  Environment, 
Alaska  OCS  Region,  at  the  address  stated  under  Description  of  Area.  Copies  of 
the  Call  map  showing  indications  of  interest  and  any  conments  are  to  be  sent  to 
the  Chief,  Offshore  Leasing  Management  Divisicm,  Department  of  the  Interior, 
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Minerals  Management  Service,  Roan  4230,  18th  and  C  Streets,  MW.,  Washington, 

D.C.  20240. 

Use  of  InformaticMi  from  Call 

Information  submitted  in  response  to  this  Csd.1  will  be  used  for  several 
purposes.  First,  respcxises  will  be  used  to  focus  the  analysis  in  the  remainder 
of  the  sale  process  on  areas  of  hydrocarbon  potentieil  for  oil  and  gas 
development.  Secmd,  ccmnents  possible  environmental  effects  and  potential 
use  conflicts  will  be  used  in  the  analysis  of  environmentcil  conditions  in  and 
near  the  Call  area.  This  informaticsi  will  be  used  to  make  a  preliminary 
determination  of  the  potentieil  eudvantages  and  disadveintetges  of  oil  and  gas 
exploration  and  development  to  the  region  euvl  the  Nation.  A  third  purpose  for 
this  Call  is  to  use  the  comments  to  initiate  the  scoping  process  for  the  EIS 
and  analyze  alternatives  to  the  proposed  action.  The  Notice  of  Intent  to 
Prepare  an  EIS,  including  a  description  of  the  scoping  process,  is  located 
later  in  this  document.  Fourth,  ccmnents  may  be  used  in  developing  leckse  terms 
etnd  conditions  to  ensure  safe  offshore  operations.  Fifth,  ccmnents  may  be  used 
to  evaluate  potential  conflicts  between  the  Coastal  Management  Program  and 
offshore  oil  auid  gas  activities. 

Existing  Information 

An  extensive  envircximental  as  well  as  socioeconomic  studies  program  hcis  been 
underway  in  this  area  since  1975.  Ihe  aiphasis,  including  continuing  studies, 
has  been  on  geologic  mapping,  envircxTmental  characterization  of  biologically 
sensitive  habitats,  endangered  whales  and  marine  nemnals,  physical  oceanography, 
ocean-circulation  modeling,  and  ecological  effects  of  oil  and  gas  activities. 

A  omplete  listing  of  availcible  study  r^»rts  and  information  for  ordering 
copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Records  Maneiger,  Aletska  CCS  Region,  at  the 
address  stated  under  Description  of  Area.  The  r^»rts  may  eilso  be  ordered 
directly  from  the  U.S.  D^artment  of  Comneroe,  Nationed  Technical  Information 
Service,  5285  Port  Royal  Road,  Springfield,  Virginia  22161,  or  by  tel^hone  at 
(703)  487-4650. 

In  additicHi,  a  program  status  r^xDrt  for  ocntinuing  stuiies  in  this  cuea  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Chief,  Environmental  Studies  Section,  Alas)<a  OCS  Region,  at 
the  address  stated  under  Description  of  Area  or  by  tel^hone  at  (907)  261-4620. 

Simimary  Reports  and  Indices  and  technical  and  geologic  r^xsrts  are  available 
for  review  at  the  fWS  Alaska  CXS  Region  (see  address  under  Description  of 
Area) .  Copies  of  the  Alaska  OCS  Regional  Summary  R^xsrts  may  also  be  obtained 
from  the  CXS  Informaticai  Program,  Office  of  Offshore  Informaticxi  and 
Publications,  Minerals  Management  Service,  1951  Kidwell  Drive,  Suite  601, 
Vienna,  Virginia  22180,  or  by  calling  (703)  285-2283. 

Tentative  Sctiedule 

Final  delineation  of  the  area  for  possible  lectsing  will  be  made  at  a  later  date 
in  ocrplianoe  with  appliccible  laws  including  all  requirements  of  the  Naticxicd. 
Environmental  Policy  Act  of  19G9  (42  U.S.C.  4231  et  sog.),  and  the  OCS  Lands 
Act,  as  amended,  and  with  established  departmental  procedures. 
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Tentative  milestones  that  will  preoede  this  sede,  profxssed  for  Februzury  1991, 
are: 


Milestones 

Dates 

Ocsinents  Due  on  the  Call 

October  1988 

Scoping  Oomnents  Due 

October  1988 

Area  Identification 

Deconber  1988 

Draft  EIS  Published 

January  1990 

Hezurings  on  Draft  E3S  Held 

Februciry  1990 

Final  EIS  Published 

August  1990 

Availability  of  Prc^xised  Notioe  of 

Sale  Published 

S^taitier  1990 

Governor's  Oomnents  Due  on 

Proposed  Notice 

Noventoer  1990 

Final  Notioe  of  Sale  Published 

January  1991 

Sale 

F^ruary  1991 

NcmcE  OF  Drran’  tj  prepare  an  envirohmp}tal  impact  STATEJCwr 

PuTTOse  of  Notioe  of  Intent 

Pursuant  to  the  regulations  (40  C3FR  1501.7)  inplementing  the  procedural 
provisions  of  the  Natiaial  Environmental  Policy  Act  of  1969  (42  U.S.C. 

4321  et  sea. ) ,  as  amended,  f*lS  is  announcing  its  intent  to  pr^jare  an  EIS 
regarding  the  oil  and  gas  leasing  proposal  known  as  Sale  124  in  the  Beaufort 
Sea  off  Alciska.  Ihe  Notioe  of  Intent  also  serves  to  announce  the  scoping 
process  that  will  be  followed  for  this  EIS.  Ihrou^xxit  t’<e  cooping  process. 
Federal,  State,  and  local  governments  and  other  interested  peurties  aid  MIS  in 
determining  the  significant  issues  and  alternatives  to  be  analyzed  in  the  EIS. 

Ihe  EIS  ctncdysis  will  focus  on  the  potartial  envirraimental  effects  of  leasing, 
exploration,  and  developnent  of  the  blocks  included  in  the  area  defined  in  the 
Area  Identification  procedure  as  the  proposed  area  of  the  Federal  action. 
Alternatives  to  the  proposal  that  may  be  considered  are  to  delay  the  sale, 
cancel  the  sale,  or  modify  the  sale. 

Instructions  on  Notice  of  Intent 

Federal,  State,  and  local  governments  and  other  interested  parties  are 
requested  to  send  their  written  oorments  on  the  scope  of  the  EIS,  significant 
issues  that  should  be  ciddressed,  zmd  alternatives  that  should  be  considered  to 
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the  Regional  Supervisor,  leasing  and  Enviromaent,  Alaska  CCS  Region,  at  the 
acMress  stated  under  Description  of  Area  above.  Ocnnents  should  be  enclosed  in 
an  envelope  labeled  "Ckninents  on  the  Notice  of  Intent  to  Prqare  an  ECS  on  the 
proposed  Beaufort  Sea  lease  Sale  124."  Ocnraents  are  due  no  later  than  45  days 
fron  publication  of  this  Notice.  Also,  scoping  meetings  will  be  held  in 
^prcpriate  locations  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  SKidition2a  ccoinents  and 
information  regarding  the  scope  of  the  EIS.  The  times  and  locations  of  these 
scoping  meetings  will  be  announced  at  a  future  date  in  the  F«terai  pprti«rt-gr  and 
by  press  release. 
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